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BY AMITY MOORE

More Than 

One 
Road
Dozens of road trips fan 
out across Alabama. Which 
direction will you steer?

for 
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They are a pastime that allows today’s explorers to chart their 
own courses, to enjoy the anticipation of untold adventures. In 
many ways, they represent values many Americans hold dear—
freedom, opportunity, family, education and discovery. Each 
road trip brings the freedom to pick a route and create an itiner-
ary, and change it on a whim. Opportunities to learn something 
new or discover the unknown await at each bend in the road. 
Often, families look forward to sharing the journeys together. 

In Alabama, motorists have more than 94,000 miles of 
road to travel. Some of those miles are interstates that connect 
cities: Huntsville to Birmingham, Tuscaloosa to Gadsden, and 
Montgomery to Mobile. Some of those miles lead to small towns 
in the mountains or to beachside communities on the coast. 
Still others thread through rural areas dotted with fi elds and the 
occasional antebellum farmhouse. To take a road trip in the 
Yellowhammer State is to immerse yourself in the distinctly 
Southern landscape, culture, people, food and history of Alabama. 

Since the advent of the United States’ 
highway system, road trips have been 
part of American culture. 

ATTRACTIONS   Birmingham’s skyline 
shows off  Railroad Park and the orange-
roofed Civil Rights Institute. ROADSIDE 
STOPS  Clockwise from top: Athens, 
Little River Canyon and Cheaha State Park.
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LANDSCAPES
Make your own way or follow one of the 70 road trips 

that Alabamians have been developing for more than three 
years. Each of their selections shows off the unique, the 
unusual and the best of their state. When compiling 
their favorites, they did not overlook the variety of natural 
beauty. In the north, gorgeous fall foliage, plummeting 
waterfalls and mountain vistas lure drivers. Lookout 
Mountain Parkway, near charming Mentone, winds past 
and through it all, making it one of the best autumn 
drives. Not far away, Scottsboro possesses not only ties to 
history books—the Scottsboro Boys, anyone?—but also 
pretty lake views on Lake Guntersville; breathtaking 

canyon views at the Walls of 
Jericho, also dubbed “The 
Grand Canyon of the South”; 
and underground views deep 
inside Cathedral Caverns. Mingle 
all of those with overlooks atop 
Lookout Mountain and glimpses 
of shimmering Little River Falls 
inside the Little River Canyon, 
and there is a lot to catch the 
eye north of Birmingham. 
Don’t miss the covered bridges 
in and around Blount County. 
The 11 of them make splendid 
photo opportunities and stand 
as quaint reminders of an era 
when horse-and-buggy was the 
primary mode of transportation. 

West of Birmingham, you will 
fi nd the state’s tallest point at 
Cheaha State Park. Several trails 
ramble throughout the park, 
ensuring plenty of spots to view 
the fl atlands below. Nearby Flat 
Rock Park features 25 acres of 
granite and places to swim among 
the rocks. The hilly terrain of 
this area gives way to pastoral 
scenes as you head south toward 
Montgomery. Even if you miss 
the annual Eufaula Pilgrimage, 
held each spring, take time to 
walk or drive past the grand 
homes within Eufaula’s Seth 
Lore-Irwinton Historic District. 
Their stunning historic archi-
tecture inspires.

On the Gulf of Mexico, the 
Alabama Coastal Connection 
features horizons fi lled with 
white-sand beaches, migratory 
birds, and water that sparkles 
like emeralds or sapphires, 
depending on the day. Travel 
the National Scenic Byway, 
poking around the Bon Secour 
Wildlife Refuge or charming 
towns dotted with stately oaks 
draped with Spanish moss. 
Come late afternoon, fi nd a 
spot on a dining patio or deck 
to toast the gorgeous orange 
sunset that brings any day to 
a relaxing conclusion. 

CULTURE
Alabama’s reputation for 

rabid football fans and car 
racing enthusiasts precedes 
any visit. With televised races 
from Talladega and the fi erce 
rivalry between the University 
of Alabama and Auburn, you 
already know these two ele-
ments defi ne the state’s culture. 
Hit the road to understand 
the phenomena of both. Then 
navigate toward the state’s 
lesser-known cultural icons. In 
Henagar, for example, an a cap-
pella four-part harmony music 
known as Sacred Harp has been 
entertaining listeners for more 
than 100 years. The traditional 

Each road trip shows off  the 
unique, the unusual and the best 
of our state. Choose from more 
than 70 suggested by Alabamians.
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“      ”
The Alabama Coastal Connection 
features horizons framed by 
water that sparkles like sapphires.

style of music, which was pervasive during the Civil War 
period, continues today at Sunday church services. 

Almost due west of Henagar, a completely different 
sound dominates. The documentary Muscle Shoals 
follows the rise of singers, songwriters and musicians 
who made the fi lm’s namesake legendary. Here, Rick 
Hall founded FAME; the Swampers established Muscle 
Shoals Sound Studio. Although competitors, these studios 
launched the careers of several well-known artists and 
recorded many Grammy Award-winning hits. So, yeah, 
go ahead, turn up the radio as you drive through what 
Keith Richards called “rock ’n roll heaven.”

Another interpretation of heavenly work lies about 20 
minutes from downtown Cullman. The Ave Maria Grotto 
stands on the landscaped grounds of the St. Bernard 
Abbey. Within the grotto, Brother Joseph Zoettl, a 
Benedictine monk, created 125 miniature reproductions 
of some of the world’s most famous religious shrines. His 
attention to detail is remarkable. 

Steer toward other unique creations, including the 
Rural Studio, a collection of architectural wonders built 
by students in Auburn’s architecture department. Part 
philanthropic, part educational, the initiative displays 
whimsical interpretations of homes, community centers 
and play structures, some made of tires or hay bales. In 
Gee’s Bend, quilters dexterously bring their versions of 
whimsy to life. Over in Dothan, cultural icons take the 
form of murals interpreting the Wiregrass and sculptures 
of peanuts, which recognize the work of George Washington 
Carver in an admittedly “nutty” fashion. Learn more about 
him at the G.W. Carver Interpretive Museum.

Peter Marzio, 
the late director 
of Houston’s 
Museum of Fine 
Arts, once said 
during an exhibit 
of Gee’s Bend 
quilts: ”They 
expand the 
sense of what 
art can be.”

CULTURE   Sacred Harp singing. HISTORY   
Blount County’s Swann Covered Bridge. STAY   
The Lodge on Gorham’s Bluff . ATTRACTION   
Gulf State Park Pier. ART   Ave Maria Grotto. 
HERITAGE  Gee’s Bend Quilters.
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No. 7 
HUNTSVILLE: TO THE MOON 
AND BACK BY DINNER
Launch into another world on 
this epic journey to Huntsville, 
home of the U.S. Space and 
Rocket Center. Hands-on activities 
make it a kid favorite, especially 
for those who like simulation 
rides. Space Shot shoots riders 
140 feet straight up so they can 
feel four Gs of force, followed by 
a few seconds of weightlessness. 
G-Force Accelerator simulates 
what astronauts feel during a 
shuttle launch. Other interactive 
displays show what it is like 
inside an Apollo command 
module or to climb a volcano 
on Mars. Children 8 and under 
fi nd plenty to keep them busy 
in a mocked-up Space Station. 
Other nearby attractions include 
Sci-Quest, Von Braun Astronomical 
Society’s Planetarium and 
Observatory and Huntsville 
Botanical Garden.

No. 12 
CHILDERSBURG & 
SYLACAUGA: FAMILY FUN
Follow U.S. Hwy. 280 between 
Sylacauga and Harpersville 
to feel your car defy gravity, 
explore underground and park 
for a drive-in movie. The kids 
will love the start to this road 
trip since it begins with dessert. 
In Sylacauga, tour the Blue Bell 
Ice Cream factory, then enjoy 
some ice cream. From there, 
head northeast to where “The 
Stars Fell on Alabama.” Truth is, 
a meteorite fell to Earth, leaving 
a large crater behind. Another 
oddity follows up the road at 
Gravity Hill. Here your car will 
mysteriously roll uphill, a trick 
you will try again and again 
because it is so unusual. Outside 

of Childersburg at DeSoto Caverns 
Family Fun Park, step into the 
darkness of a 12-story-deep 
cave, then enjoy the site’s other 
attractions, including a maze, a 
butterfl y house and wacky water 
golf. Another short stretch of 
road leads to Kymulga Grist Mill 
and the adjacent Covered Bridge, 
c. 1860, which o� ers a glimpse 
into America’s past. Conclude 
your adventure by pulling into 
the Harpersville Drive-In to watch 
a family-friendly movie—and the 
smiles that spread across your 
children’s faces. 

No. 28 
ALABAMA’S GULF COAST: 
WHERE KIDS DRIVE THE 
FUN HOME
It’s hard to go wrong with a road 
trip to the beach. After all, the 
warm ocean and sugar-like sands 
provide a playground of epic 
proportions. Teens may prefer 
relaxing on the strand, but other 
opportunities abound. Fish from 
the pier at Gulf State Park. Take 
the auto ferry across the south-
ern tip of Mobile Bay, where you 
might spy a dolphin or two. At 
Fort Morgan, learn about the War 
of 1812 and the Civil War, both of 
which left some cool fortifi ca-
tions to climb. Fort Gaines and 
the battleship USS Alabama 
also display America’s military 
fortitude and make for fun, 
educational outings. Reserve 
several hours for visiting The 
Estuarium, a hands-on aquarium 
that interprets the local eco-
systems. Take another day to 
explore the Gulf Coast Exploreum, 
where science goes beyond 
biology to include engineering, 
mechanics and more. The Alabama 
Gulf Coast Zoo and Alligator Alley 
show o�  the region’s wildlife—all 
from a safe distance, of course. 

Family Fun Ahead
THESE THREE ROAD TRIPS WILL TURN “ARE WE 
THERE YET?” INTO “WHEN CAN WE GO BACK?”

Youngsters might complain as they pack into a car loaded with 
suitcases, coolers and things to keep them busy, but secretly 
they look forward to the fun that comes with any road trip. The 
following family-focused routes will not disappoint. 

PEOPLE
While you are sure to encounter plenty of cheerful faces 

and welcoming locals, you can follow in the footsteps of 
other folks who have contributed not just to Alabama but 
to the making of America. Martin Luther King Jr., Hank 
Williams Sr. and Rosa Parks left their marks here. A road 
trip enables you to know them better as you can see the 
very spot where Parks was arrested for refusing to give 
up her seat on a Montgomery city bus. Walk into Dexter 
Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church, where King 
preached. His voice seems to echo from the walls. A 
similar feeling comes from visiting Helen Keller’s home 
near Tuscumbia or while strolling through Harper Lee’s 
hometown of Monroeville and seeing the courthouse that 
she brought to life in her novel, To Kill a Mockingbird.

Sports-related fi gures get their due too. Paul “Bear” 
Bryant was mortal, but on the fi eld, he was treated like 
a god. He worked to integrate football, and he led his 
Crimson Tide team to numerous victories. As a result, his 
name is all over Tuscaloosa. Born one day after Bryant in 
Oakville, Jesse Owens also dealt with racism. He overcame 
it all to become an Olympic star. Similarly, baseball legend 
Hank Aaron did too. A museum in his birthplace of Mobile 
chronicles his rise to the Baseball Hall of Fame. Though 
not from Alabama, Robert Trent Jones Sr. has left his 
mark here. A golf trail of 468 holes and 26 courses bears 
his name and makes an excellent place to drive—with or 
without a steering wheel. 
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has been a semifi nalist in the James Beard Award’s 
Outstanding Restaurateur category several times. The 
dishes he and his contemporaries prepare are well worth 
a road trip to Birmingham. 

Elsewhere around the state, you’ll fi nd fresh goat cheese 
in Elkmont and barbecue smoked and served, well, pretty 
much everywhere. Don’t miss the white sauce at Big Bob 
Gibson’s in Decatur. It pairs deliciously with chicken. If 
ribs are your thing, head to Archibald’s in Tuscaloosa, 
which has been a family operation since 1962. 

Seafood dominates on the coast, notably at Lulu’s, 
owned by Jimmy Buffett’s sister, Lucy Buffett. He may 
croon about cheeseburgers in paradise, but she knows 
how to cook ’em right, just as she does triggerfi sh, shrimp 
and locally sourced crab. And Lucy is not alone. Fisher’s 
executive chef, Bill Briand (mentored by Emeril Lagasse 
and Donald Link of New Orleans’ Couchon), renders native 
ingredients into spectacular dishes. His seared jumbo 
scallops are a specialty. Consider timing your culinary 
road trip with the Alabama Festival of Flavor, usually held 
in October in Foley. The festival presents a fun opportunity 
to savor Southern recipes from local chefs and sample 
excellent coastal cuisine.

Famous musicians have 
called Alabama home too. 
Check out the museums 
dedicated to the father of blues 
W.C. Handy and the young but 
unforgettable country crooner 
Hank Williams Sr. Pop and 
R&B singer Lionel Richie paid 
homage to Tuskegee, where he 
grew up, known also for the 
Tuskegee Airmen and Booker 
T. Washington’s contributions 
to Tuskegee Institute.

Finally, there are 21st-
century Alabamians making 
names for themselves. Spin 
toward Florence to see the 
fashions of designer Billy Reid 
in his fl agship store at 114 N. 
Court St. GQ named him Best 
New Menswear Designer in 
America 2010. Two years later, 
the Council of Fashion Designers 

of America named him 
Menswear Designer of the Year. 
Then head to Birmingham to 
tuck into the creations of top 
contemporary chefs. 

FOOD
Just as fashionistas appreciate 

the modern good looks of 
Billy Reid’s collections, foodies 
fall for chef Chris Hastings’ 
culinary concoctions. Or those 
of chef Frank Stitt, whose 
Highlands Bar and Grill has 
been named one of the top 
fi ve restaurants in America by 
the James Beard Foundation. 
While Hastings’ Hot and Hot 
Fish Club and Stitt’s grill skew 
toward high-end dining, Nick 
Pihakis’ Jim ‘N Nick’s barbecue 
joint offers a casual atmosphere 
and amazing barbecue. Pihakis 

HOMETOWN HERO   Jesse Owens.
ATTRACTION   Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Baptist Church EAT  Hot & 
Hot Fish Club’s Heirloom Tomato Salad, 
Saw’s BBQ ribs, Lucy Buff ett’s seafood, 
R&B BBQ.
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HISTORY
The state’s epicurean delights may have been a bit of a 

secret, but its history has not. Turn toward any point on 
the compass, and you are bound to run into something 
historically signifi cant. Native people once roamed the 
lands that became Alabama; remnants of their life remain 
at Moundville. On the coast, experience foods, Mardi Gras 
celebrations and place names that refl ect the infl uence of 
the French explorers who claimed and settled the area. 

Because you’re traveling by 
car, you have the fl exibility to 
wander off the beaten path, 
discovering little-known places 
and lingering at the larger ones, 
such as Fort Mims or Horseshoe 
Bend. Here, during the War of 
1812, Creek Indians, in discord 
with each other and some with 
white settlers, waged several 
battles in an effort to regain 
their Indian way of life.

Remnants of the Civil War 
dot the landscape, from Fort 
Morgan on the Gulf Coast to 
Montgomery, Alabama’s capital. 
After relocating from four 
other capitals—St. Stephens, 
Huntsville, Cahawba and 
Tuscaloosa—the capital fi nally 
settled in Montgomery. As you 
walk up the steps of the Capitol, 
consider that these steps are 
the very spot where Jefferson 
Davis took the oath to become 
the fi rst president of the 
Confederacy and, a century 
later, where Martin Luther 
King Jr. gave his “How Long, 
Not Long” speech. 

From the Capitol steps, 
it’s easy to delve into more of 
Alabama’s Civil Rights history. 
Visit Selma, walk or drive 
across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, then drive north to 
Birmingham to understand 
intimately the places where 
King and other Civil Rights 
activists protested, marched 
and boycotted. On a road trip, 
you immerse yourself in those 
moments, uncover the past, 
engage with signifi cant sites 
and likely do a little self-
discovery along the way. 

Choose a route, then slip 
behind the steering wheel. 
Alabama’s varied landscape, 
distinct culture, tasty foods, 
amazing people and unforgetta-
ble history await just beyond 
the windshield.

Pick up your mobile 
device to download 
details and itineraries 
o�  the interstate and 

down the beaten path for dozens of 
Alabama road trips.

Turn toward any point on the 
compass in Alabama, and you 
are bound to run into something 
historically signifi cant.

ATTRACTION    A reenactment 
at Fort Toulouse. HISTORY  Tour a 
historic home in Eufaula. CULTURE  
The Tuskegee History Center.

down the beaten path for dozens of 
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NO. 1 TUSCALOOSA TO AUBURN: 
Football Championship Tour

NO. 2 GUNTERSVILLE: Where 
Eagles Fly

NO. 3 MOBILE: A Romantic 
Getaway

NO. 4 SELMA TO MONTGOMERY: 
Crossing a Bridge into History

NO. 5 GULF SHORES AND 
ORANGE BEACH: Spring Break 
at the Beach

NO. 6 BIRMINGHAM: Taking It to 
the Streets, Downtown

NO. 7 HUNTSVILLE: To the Moon 
and Back by Dinner

NO. 8 MONTGOMERY: A Place 
Where History Runs Deep

NO. 9 GULF COAST BIRDING: 
Fort Morgan, Dauphin Island, 
Theodore

NO. 10 MONROEVILLE: The “To 
Kill a Mockingbird” Experience

NO. 11 SELMA: Civil War History 
in the Re-Making

NO. 12 CHILDERSBURG AND 
SYLACAUGA: Family Fun

NO. 13 EUFAULA: Picture-Perfect  
and Pilgrimage-Ready

NO. 14 TUSCALOOSA TO EUTAW: 
Antiques and Antebellum Mansions

NO. 15 ABBEVILLE: Yatta Abba 
Yella Fella Tour

NO. 16 EASTERN SHORE:  
Girlfriends Bay Getaway

NO. 17 FOLEY AND ELBERTA: 
Art, Antiques and Model Trains

NO. 18 GO FOR A DRIVE on the 
RTJ Golf Trail

NO. 19 BIRMINGHAM’S FIVE 
POINTS SOUTH: Walk to James 
Beard-Recognized Restaurants

NO. 20 DECATUR: Fun in the 
River City

NO. 21 DISCOVER DOTHAN:  
The Heart of Alabama’s Wiregrass

NO. 22 FLORENCE: Alabama’s 
Renaissance City

NO. 23 GEE’S BEND: Pastimes to 
Patchwork Tour

NO. 24 ROCKING AND ROLLING 
IN THE MOUNTAINS: A Driving 
Tour Through Steele, Ashville  
and Springville

NO. 25 ALABAMA’S COASTAL 
CONNECTION: National Scenic 
Byway

NO. 26 A BICENTENNIAL ROAD 
TRIP: Fort Mims to Horseshoe Bend

NO. 27 FORT PAYNE: The View 
From Lookout Mountain

NO. 28 ALABAMA’S GULF 
COAST: Where Kids Drive the 
Fun Home

NO. 29 FAMOUS ALABAMIANS: 
Hometown Heroes Road Trip

NO. 30 MARION AND  
GREENSBORO: Interesting 
People, Places and Food

NO. 31 COMMEMORATING  
BIRMINGHAM: ’63 in the  
Alabama Civil Rights District

NO. 32 ROSA PARKS, PAUL 
“BEAR” BRYANT AND JESSE 
OWENS: A Centennial Road Trip

NO. 33 TUSCALOOSA AND 
NORTHPORT: A Feast of Art  
and Food

NO. 34 IRONDALE, HANCEVILLE 
& CULLMAN: A Pilgrimage for 
the Soul

NO. 35 MOUNDVILLE/ALICEVILLE: 
Shark Teeth, POWs & the Lost 
Realm of the Black Warrior

NO. 36 HENAGAR: The Sound of 
(Sacred Harp) Music

NO. 37 CULLMAN: Alabama’s 
German Village

NO. 38 WONDER FALLS & 
MORE: Gadsden, Attalla  
and Beyond

NO. 39 OUTDOOR BEACH  
ADVENTURE: Gulf Shores/ 
Orange Beach

NO. 40 PORK, BLUES AND  
INNER TUBES: A Tour of  
Alabama Barbecue

NO. 41 MENTONE: A  
Mountaintop Treasure

NO. 42 LINEVILLE & ASHLAND: 
From Alabama’s Highest Point to 
Its Hills of Gold

NO. 43 LIONEL RICHIE’S 
TUSKEGEE ROAD TRIP

NO. 44 ALABAMA’S GULF 
COAST: Fresh Catch and Fairways

NO. 45 HISTORIC HOUSE  
MUSEUMS OF MOBILE

NO. 46 ATHENS’ SOUTHERN 
SPLENDOR

NO. 47 BLOUNT COUNTY: 
The Covered Bridge Capital of 
Alabama

NO. 48 SCOTTSBORO: Claim  
the Treasures

NO. 49 ALABAMA’S HISTORIC 
STATE CAPITALS TOUR

NO. 50 YOUR ISLAND  
GETAWAY: Dauphin Island

NO. 51 JUDGE HORTON AND 
THE SCOTTSBORO BOYS

NO. 52 PIKE COUNTY: Art,  
Pioneers, Peanut Butter and More

NO. 53 RACING, RIDING AND 
BUILDING AMERICA’S WHEELS

NO. 54 MUSCLE SHOALS  
Is Rock ’n Roll Heaven

NO. 55 CREATE YOUR OWN 
CLASSROOM on Alabama’s  
Gulf Coast

NO. 56 CRAVE THE COAST:  
A Gulf-Side Trip for Food Lovers

NO. 57 OLD MILL TOWNS  
OF ALABAMA: Valley, Lanett  
and Beyond

NO. 58 COASTING THROUGH 
HISTORY: Forts, Fishermen, 
Legends and Adventure Along 
Alabama’s Gulf Coast

NO. 59 WETUMPKA: Land of 
Rumbling Waters

NO. 60 ELKMONT: Goat  
Cheese Heaven

NO. 61 OPELIKA: Small City,  
BIG Impression

NO. 62 EXPLORING ALABAMA’S 
RURAL STUDIO

NO. 63 ALABAMA BEER TRAIL: 
Flight 1

NO. 64 IT’S SHOWTIME  
AT ALABAMA’S HISTORIC 
THEATERS

NO. 65 AUBURN-OPELIKA:  
A Center of Arts and Culture

NO. 66 SEE & SIP at Alabama’s 
Wineries

NO. 67 TAKE OFF on Alabama’s 
Aviation Road Trip

NO. 68 OVER THE RAILROAD 
AND THROUGH THE WOODS:  
A Historic Christmas in  
East Alabama

NO. 69 METAL & MIGHT:  
Discover Alabama’s Iron &  
Steel Heritage

NO. 70 MEET ALABAMA’S  
ARTISANAL CHEESEMAKERS

Road Trip Index Check out the full details of the road trips teased here, plus many others—all of which are 
listed below—at www.alabama.travel/road-trips. 
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